CHAPTER m
MORNING GLORY

"/"XNE afternoon in 1873,1 went with my father
V/to the old city, where, near the Dabbi Bazar,
we met two well-dressed young gentlemen about
twenty-two years of age " writes a veteran Punjab
educationist, looking back over a period of nearly
half a century. u My father talked to them inti-
mately, and, when they had gone away,! asked him
'Lalaji, who are those two young men and what
are they?' 'Don't you know them?1 replied my
father in surprise,' one of them is Lala Balmukand
Peshawria and the other is Lala Ganga Ram from
Amritsar. They have passed from the Roorkee
College this year and are attached to the Gurdaspur
Division as Assistant Engineers. They are getting
Rs. 150 a month at present,* he added with respect,
"and after a year they will get Rs, 250, after one
year more being promoted to the Rs. 350 grade,
gradually rising to the position now held by Rai
Bahadur Kanhaya Lai.* Rai Bahadur Kanhaya La!
the Executive Engineer in Lahore, being one of the
very few Indian officials drawing Rs, 1,000 a month
was considered in those days to be a very great man.